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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 



Listing of claims: 



1 . (currently amended) A method for pr e venting or treating chronic pain, amyotrophic lat e ral 
scl e rosis, diabetic cardiomyopathy, p e ripheral n e rv e injury, spinal injury, multipl e scl e rosis, 
c e r e bral isch e mic dis e ases, senile dementia of Alzheime r's disease typ e , Parkinson's diseas e , 
Huntington's chor e a, d e pr e ssion, inflammatory bow e l dis e as e , b e havioural abnormaliti e s 
accompani e d by d e m e ntia, or anxi e ty in a mammal in need thereof, which comprises 
administering to said mammal an effective amount of an azole derivative of the formula: 



wherein R represents a halog e n atom, a h e t e rocyclic group which may optionally b e substituted a 
hydroxy group which may optionally b e substitut e d, a thiol group which may optionally b e 
substitut e d, or an amino group which may optionally b e substituted an imidazolvl group which may 
o ptionally be substituted ; A represents an acyl group which may optionally b e substitut e d, a 
h e terocyclic group which may optionally b e substitut e d, a hydroxy group which may optionally b o 
substitut e d, or a carboxyl group which may optionally b e e st e rifi e d or amidat e d a phenoxy group 
substituted with an alkyl group which may optionally be substituted or a C r ^alkoxy ; B represents 
an aromatic group which may optionally b e substituted a phenyl group which may optionally be 
substituted ; X represents oxygen atom , sulfur atom, or nitrog e n atom which may optionally bo 
substitut e d ; and Y represents a divalent hydrocarbon group or heterocyclic group, or a salt thereof. 

2-8. (canceled) 

9. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1, wherein A is a phenoxy group 
substituted with an alkyl group which may optionally be substituted. 

10. (canceled) 
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1 1 . (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1, wherein Y is a divalent aliphatic 
hydrocarbon group. 

12-14. (canceled) 

15. (currently amended) A method according to Claim 1, wherein the azole derivative is 

4 ( 4 chlorophenyl) 2 (2 m e thyl 1 imidazolyl) 5 oxazol e propanol , 

4 ( 4 chlorophenyl) 2 (2 methyl 1 imidazolyl) 5 oxazol e butanol , 

4 — ( 4 chloroph e nyl) 5 [3 (1 — imidazolyl)propyl] 2 (2 m e thyl 1 imidazolyl)oxazol e , 

4 — (4 chloroph e nyl) 2 (2 methyl 1 — imidazolyl) 5 oxazolep e ntanol, 

4 — ( 4 chloroph e nyl) 5 [ 4 (1 imidazolyl) (butyl[ 2 (2 m e thyl 1 1 imidazolyl) oxazol e , 

3 - [ - 3 [ 4 — [ 4 chloroph e nyl) 2 (2 methyl 1 imidazolyl) 5 oxazolyljpropyl] 1 methyl 2, 4 
imidazolidin e dione, 

4- (4-chlorophenyl)-5-[3-(2-methoxyphenoxy)propyl]-2-(2-methyl-l-imidazolyl)oxazole, 

4-(4-chlorophenyl)-5-[3-(3-methoxyphenoxy)propyl]-2-(2-methyl-l-imidazolyl)oxazole, 

4-(4-chlorophenyl)-5-[3-(4-methoxyphenoxy)propyl]-2-(2-methyl-l-imidazolyl)oxazole, or 
4-(4-chlorophenyl)-2-(2-methyl-l-imidazolyl)-5-[3-(2-methylphenoxy)propyl]oxazole. 

16-28. (Canceled) 

29. (currently amended) A method according to Claim 1, wherein the azole derivative is of 
the formula: 




wherein R represents a halog e n atom, a h e terocyclic group which may optionally b e substitut e d, a 
hydroxy_group which may optionally be substituted, a thiol group which may optionally b e 
substitut e d, or an amino group which may optionally be substitut e d an imidazolyl group which may 
optionally be substituted ; A b represents an arv lphen oxy group which is substituted by an alkyl group 
and may furth e r b e substitut e d ; B represents an aromatic group which may optionally b e substitut e d 
a phenyl group which may optionally be substituted ; and Y represents a divalent hydrocarbon group 
or heterocyclic group, or a salt thereof. 
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30-33. (canceled) 

34. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 33-29, wherein R 1 is an imidazolyl 
group which may optionally be substituted by a Cno alkyl. 

35. (canceled) 

36. (currently amended) A method according to Claim 3S29, wherein B is a phenyl group 
which may optionally be substituted by halogens. 

37. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 29, wherein Y is a divalent aliphatic 
hydrocarbon group. 

38. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 37, wherein Y is a divalent C1-4 
aliphatic hydrocarbon group. 

39-42. (Canceled) 

43. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 29, wherein the azole derivative is 4- 
(4-Chlorophenyl)-2-(2-methyH-imidazolyl)-5-[3-(2-methylphenoxy)propyl]oxazole or a salt 
thereof. 

44. (Canceled) 

45. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 29, wherein the azole derivative is 4- 
(4-Chlorophenyl)-2-(2-methyl-l-imidazolyl)-5-[3-(3-methylphenoxy)propyl]oxazole or a salt 
thereof. 

46-58. (Canceled) 
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